REGILDING THE CRESCENT
after vainly endeavouring to make Hamid rule
constitutionally, died in exile, and his son re-
turned to Turkey only after the Revolution.
His programme of decentralisation is admittedly,
in view of dissensions at home and abroad,
somewhat premature, but it will have to be
adopted when the time is ripe. Meanwhile,
Sabaheddin is the Lord Rosebery of Turkey,
ploughing his lonely furrow and periodically
fluttering the dovecotes by publishing his
views on current politics. Between him and
the " Committee of Union and Progress " there
is little sympathy.
The next Sultan, if he lives, will be Yussuf
Izeddin, eldest son of Abd-ul-Aziz and a prince
regarded, rightly or otherwise, as being more
Hamidian than Hamid, which offers a cheerful
outlook for the rising generation. Still, the
times have changed, and the heir apparent may
find that, in the interval, his cousin's peculiar
interpretation of the divine right of kings is out
of date. Also, the reports of his character may
be exaggerated. After Izeddin come Suleyman
and Vahideddin, brothers of the present Sultan,
and after them Selaheddin, a prince of the
highest intelligence. Fifth on the list stands
Prince Abd-ul-Mejid, a handsome and agreeable
man, forty-two years old. As he spent thirty of
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